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IMRO’AH . A320060285. THE  PERSONALITY OF  APRIL 
WHEELER  IN SAM MENDES’S REVOLUTIONARY ROAD MOVIE: A 
PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH. RESEARCH  PAPER. 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2011. 
The research is proposed to analyze the personality of April in a film 
with the title Revolutionary Road with a Psychoanalytic Approach. There are 
two objectives: the first is to analyze the film in term of structural element, 
and the second is to analyze the film based on Psychoanalytic Approach. 
The type of the research is qualitative. The primary data source that 
used by the writer is Revolutionary Road movie and the script which written 
by Justin Haythe. Movie script was taken from a website. The secondary data 
are taken from other sources which related to this movie such as biography of 
the author and the other relevant information. The method of collecting data is 
library research whereas the technique for analyzing is descriptive analysis. 
In this study, the writer draws two conclusions as follows: first, in 
Revolutionary Road, through the kinds of the structural elements, it can be 
seen that the structural elements of the film has contribution in creating the 
film. It also supports each other because the theme, character and 
characterization, plot, mise_en_scene, sound, editing comprehensively build 
unified structure and give contribution to the total meaning of work.  
Secondly, Revolutionary Road is a story charged with ambition and 
emotion, in which the integrity of being human meets a terrifying test. Sam 
Mendes in Revolutionary Road movie described the doubt in the personality 
of major character. She is faced with conflict between id and superego that 
influence her decision to get meaningful life. Finally, her id dominated the 
ego than superego. 
Key word: emotion, ambition, psychoanalytic, personality, life. 
 Consultant  I     Consultant II 
 
Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum.    Nur Hidayat, S.Pd. 
School of Teacher Training and Education 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 
Dean 
 








TITLE ..............................................................................................................  i 
APPROVAL ....................................................................................................  ii 
ACCEPTANCE ...............................................................................................  iii 
TESTIMONY ..................................................................................................  iv 
MOTTO ...........................................................................................................  v 
DEDICATION.................................................................................................  vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ................................................................................  vii 
ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  x 
TABLE OF CONTENT ..................................................................................  ix 
LIST OF PICTURE ........................................................................................  xii 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION ..................................................................  1 
A. Background of the Study ........................................................................  1 
B. Literature Review ...................................................................................  9 
C. Problem Statement ..................................................................................  9 
D. Limitation of the Study ...........................................................................  10 
E. Objective of the Study ............................................................................  10 
F. Benefits of the Study ..............................................................................  10 
G. Research Method ....................................................................................  11 
H. Research Paper Organization ..................................................................  12 
CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY ...................................................  13 
xii 
 
A. Notion of Psychoanalysis .......................................................................  13 
B. The Personality .......................................................................................  14 
1. The Notion of Personality ...............................................................  14 
2. The System of Personality ..............................................................  15 
a) Id .............................................................................................  16 
b) Ego ..........................................................................................  17 
c) Superego ..................................................................................  18 
 
C. Structural Element of the Movie .............................................................  19 
1. Narrative Elements ............................................................................  19 
a. Characters and Characterization ...................................................  19 
b. Setting ...........................................................................................  20 
c. Plot ...............................................................................................  20 
d. Point of View ................................................................................  21 
e. Theme ...........................................................................................  21 
2. Technical Elements ...........................................................................  22 
a. Mise-en-Scene ..............................................................................  22 
b. Cinematography ...........................................................................  23 
c. Sound ............................................................................................  24 
d. Editing ..........................................................................................  24 
D. Theoretical Application .......................................................................  24 
CHAPTER III: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS ..............................................  25 
A. Narrative Elements .................................................................................  25 
1. Characters and Characterization ........................................................  25 
2. Casting ...............................................................................................  31 
3. Setting  ...............................................................................................  32 
4. Plot   ..................................................................................................  35 
5. Point of View .....................................................................................  37 
6. Theme ................................................................................................  39 
B. Technical Elements .................................................................................  40 
xiii 
 
1. Mise-en-Scene....................................................................................  43 
2. Cinematography ................................................................................  44 
3. Sound .................................................................................................  50 
4. Editing ...............................................................................................  51 
C. Discussion ...............................................................................................  51  
CHAPTER IV: PSYCHOANALYTIC ANALYSIS ....................................  52 
A. Psychoanalytic Analysis .........................................................................  56 
1. April Wheeler’s Id .............................................................................  56 
2. April Wheeler’s Ego ..........................................................................  58 
3. April Wheeler’s Superego .................................................................  59 
B. The Personality’s Major Character .........................................................  61 
C. Discussion ...............................................................................................  62 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ..................................  65 
A. Conclusion ..............................................................................................  65 
B. Suggestion ..............................................................................................  66 
SYNOPSIS .......................................................................................................  67 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...........................................................................................  69  














Picture 1 : April Wheeler .............................................................................  26 
Picture 2 : Frank Wheeler ............................................................................  27 
Picture 3 : Helen Givings .............................................................................  28 
Picture 4 : Milly Campbell ..........................................................................  29 
Picture 5 : Jack Ordway ...............................................................................  30 
Picture 6 : Shep Campbell ...........................................................................  31 
Picture 7 : John Givings ...............................................................................  31 
Picture 8 : Howard Givings .........................................................................  32 
Picture 9 : Maureen Grube ...........................................................................  32 
Picture 10 : Bart Pollock ................................................................................  33 
Picture 11 : Wheeler’s House ........................................................................  35 
Picture 12 : Greenwich Village Apartment ....................................................  35 
Picture 13 : High School Auditorium ............................................................  36 
Picture 14 : Knox Building ............................................................................  36 
xv 
 
Picture 15 : Algonquin Hotel Restaurant .......................................................  36 
Picture 16 : American Express Office ...........................................................  37 
Picture 17 : Long Island Beach ......................................................................  37 
Picture 18 : Vito’s Log Cabin ........................................................................  37 
Picture 19 : Hospital Hallway ........................................................................  38 
Picture 20 : Straight-on Angle .......................................................................  43 
Picture 21 : Low Angle ..................................................................................  44 
Picture 22 : High Angle ....................................................................................  44 
Picture 23 : Extreme Long Shot ........................................................................  45 
Picture 24 : Long Shot ......................................................................................  45 
Picture 25 : Medium Long Shot  .......................................................................  45 
Picture 26 : Medium Shot .................................................................................  46 
Picture 27 : Medium Close up ..........................................................................  46 
Picture 28 : Close up  ........................................................................................  46 
Picture 29&30 : Dressed Formal .......................................................................  47 
Picture 31&32 : Dressed Casual .......................................................................  48 
Picture 33 : Make up when Character is Happy ................................................  48 
xvi 
 
Picture 34 : Make up when Character is sad .....................................................  48 
Picture 35 : Hard Lighting ................................................................................  49 
Picture 36 : Soft Lighting ..................................................................................  49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
